THE CATASTROPHE	55
eyewitnesses in stating that the reason consists in the writers'
complete indifference to a life which had ceased to have any
value. Fear of persecution or death had no longer any effect
on them, since they were in a position where none of them had
anything to lose. Lang found this attitude particularly common
among the Jews in the smaller towns of the Ukraine.
It is another question why the Soviet authorities permitted
these appeals for help to reach the outer world. The explanation
is that the receipt of Torgsin parcels from abroad was a valuable
source of foreign exchange for the Government. The regime,
therefore, had a direct interest in these appeals, paradoxical
though it may seem. Not till quite lately did this attitude
change. Now, owing to the rigorous measures taken by Moscow,
no more "famine letters" pass the frontiers. The intention now
is to prevent the truth about the continuation of the famine
from being known abroad.
It will remain a lasting merit of the Manchester Guardian,
that great English newspaper well known for its benevolent
attitude towards the Soviet Union, that it sent a member of its
staff, Malcolm Muggeridge, to Russia, and published a series
of articles written by him. These reports, based on personal
observation, have been confirmed by the statements of other
eyewitnesses of various nationalities. They may be regarded
as valuable historical documents on the first phase of the
famine of 1933. It should be mentioned that Mr. Muggeridge
was not one of those foreign journalists who are permanently
resident in Russia, so that he could tell what he saw without
being influenced by the desire to be allowed to continue his
journalistic work from Moscow. This is perhaps the explana-
tion of his success.
When the famine broke out at the beginning of the winter,
Mr. Muggeridge left Moscow in order to travel through the
famine areas, part of his journey being actually made on foot.
He put down in writing what he saw and heard in direct
intercourse with the population. He described the utterly

